
                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 

  

A Michigan Works! Agency 
       

MEETING:   DESC Executive Committee Meeting DATE:  August 26, 2024 

ATTENDEES:  
 

DESC Corporate Board Members: Terri Weems, Alice Thompson, 
Dannis Mitchell, Maria Woodruff-Wright, Chris Uhl (online) 
DESC Staff: Dana Williams, Traci Sassak, Robert Shimkoski, Sara 
Azu, Madelyne Bernard-Diab, Kevin Naub, Victor Mgbeafulu, 
Calethia Binion, Rachel May, Elizabeth Hennessey  

LOCATION:  DESC Corporate Offices 

CALLED TO ORDER: 1:07 pm 

ABSENT: Excused: N/A 
Unexcused: N/A ADJOURNED: 1:20 pm 

PUBLIC ATTENDEES: None   
FACILITATOR: Alice Thompson, Board Chairperson DATE MINUTES 

APPROVED/ADOPTED: October 27, 2025 

 
ITEM DISCUSSION OUTCOME/ACTION ITEM(S) 

I. Welcome & Introductions Alice Thompson, Board Chairperson, called the meeting to order. 
 
Ms. Thompson called for a motion to approve the agenda for the August 26, 2024 meeting: 
 

Motion: Terri Weems 
Seconded: Dannis Mitchell 

Motion Carried – Approved Unanimously 
 
Ms. Thompson called for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the June 24, 2024 
meeting: 

Motion: Dannis Mitchell 
Seconded: Maria Woodruff-Wright 

Motion Carried – Approved Unanimously 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Board Chair Report Alice Thompson, Board Chairperson presented: 
• Future update to bylaws is forthcoming. 
• DESC President and CEO Dana Williams, reviewed the current proposed changes 

which included a change from President to President and CEO and a proposed 
change to the language as it relates to the Audit & Finance Committee.  

Action item:  Alice to review 
bylaws. 
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III. President’s Report Dana Williams, DESC President presented: 
• Ms. Williams reviewed the board member roster and respective committees.  She 

socialized a group of potential new members and discussed representation from 
industries to be considered for future appointments including Healthcare, 
Manufacturing and Higher Education.  

• Board member Terri Weems suggested that appointments expiring in 2025 be 
reviewed early in 2025 

 

Action item: Ensure that chair and 
vice chair do not expire at the 
same time 

IV. Public Comments 
 

There were no public comments 
 

 

V. Adjournment Ms. Thompson called for a Motion to Adjourn the meeting: 
 

Motion: Terri Weems 
Seconded: Maria Woodruff-Wright 

Motion Carried – Approved Unanimously 

 

 
DRAFT SUBMITTED BY: 
 
Printed Name:  Rachel May   Title: Executive Assistant 
 
Signature: /s/    Rachel May           Date: 9/16/2024 
 
 
DATE MINUTES APPROVED/ADOPTED: 10.27.2025    Initials:  RM 
                                                                                                                   
 
NEXT MEETING:  Monday, October 28, 2024 @ 1 PM 
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